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Council of 
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 Course Launch: Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings
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Participation in this training contributes to the goal set by 
EU Judicial Training Strategy
 
of
 
training
 
legal professionals, 
on EU law
, by 2024.
 
) (
Launch Date: 
3-4 June 2024
 
Duration: 
3 months
Format: 
online tutored course with 
in person launching seminar
Open 
to:
 
judges, prosecutors and lawyers
 from the EU 
Language: 
English
Council of Europe/EU HELP Certificates 
delivered for successful 
participants
Organised under EU-CoE HELP EU III Project 
)v

Launch of the HELP course on
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 
Concept Paper and Agenda


	Date
	3-4 June 2024

	Location
	TBD (Strasbourg, France)

	Language
	English

	Participation
	International group of judges and prosecutors



Background 
The Council of Europe (CoE) Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP)[footnoteRef:1] supports the CoE member states in implementing European human rights standards at the national level, focusing on the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), the European Social Charter, other key CoE instruments, and, since 2015, relevant EU legal framework. This is done by raising the capacities of professionals to apply those instruments in their daily work.	 [1:  For more information on HELP please visit HELP’s website: www.coe.int/help ] 

The objective of HELP is to provide high quality education on human rights to judges, prosecutors and lawyers throughout Europe, and beyond. Law enforcement authorities such as police and prison staff may also be targeted by HELP. Thanks to HELP courses, legal professionals can better protect human rights on a national level and keep up to date with the ever-evolving standards and case law of the European Courts: The European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the EU. HELP courses specifically designed for EU countries increasingly incorporate relevant EU legal content. 

HELP’s three pillars are: 
1. A European Network of national training institutions for judges, prosecutors and lawyers in the 46 CoE member states, and beyond. 
2. Free online courses on human rights hosted on an e-learning platform. 
3. A human rights training methodology for (mainly) legal professionals.

The HELP in the EU III Project
The joint EU-CoE ‘Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals in the European Union III’ Project (HELP in the EU III[footnoteRef:2]) is funded by the EU and implemented by the CoE from 1 March 2022 to 31 August 2024.  Its overall objective is to enhance EU justice professionals’ capacities to effectively and coherently apply European fundamental rights standards at the national level through training, mainly referring to the Council of Europe instruments (the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), the (revised) European Social Charter (ESC) etc.) and EU framework (EU Charter on Fundamental Rights, EU Law). It also aims to strengthen the HELP Network in the EU, as well as the capacity of the Network members to effectively implement the HELP methodology and courses and contribute to increasing mutual trust and exchanges between EU practitioners.
 [2:  For more information about the HELP in the EU project, please go to https://www.coe.int/en/web/help/help-in-the-eu ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk67410130]The HELP Course on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 
[image: ]Trafficking in human beings is a serious crime. It is also a grave violation of human rights, which affects thousands of victims every year across the world, including in Europe. Trafficking in human beings, with the entrapment of its victims, is the modern form of the old worldwide slave trade. It treats human beings as a commodity to be bought and sold, and to be put to forced labour, usually in the sex industry but also, for example, in the agricultural sector, declared or undeclared sweatshops, for a pittance or nothing at all. While women constitute the majority of identified trafficking victims, men are also significantly affected. Furthermore, many of the victims are young, sometimes children. 
To be effective, a strategy for combating trafficking in human beings must adopt a multidisciplinary approach incorporating prevention, protection of human rights of victims and prosecution of traffickers, while at the same time seeking to harmonise relevant national laws and ensure that they are applied uniformly and effectively.
In addition to the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings, the course explores the case law of the European Court of Human Rights, relevant instrument issued by the European Union, and other international legal instruments, along with national good practices. The course is focused on the protection of the victims of human trafficking.
About the Course 
The HELP course is a comprehensive course, aiming to increase the knowledge of legal professionals and other relevant stakeholders on the applicable international and European (CoE and EU) standards. The topics are explored in a practical way by using presentations, interactive screens, knowledge tests and reflective exercises, enabling the users to apply the gained knowledge and skills. 
The course has been initially developed in 2017. It has been updated in 2024 under the Council of Europe Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) Programme, by using the HELP Methodology, in close cooperation with the CoE Anti-Trafficking Division. The update has been made possible under the EU-CoE 'HELP in the EU III' Project to include the recent case-law of the European courts (the European Court of Human Rights and the Court of Justice of the European Union), as well as the EU and CoE framework.
Target Audience 
The course is primarily addressed to legal professionals: judges (particularly those working in civil and criminal law), prosecutors, lawyers, senior court staff. It can also be useful for law enforcement authorities, national human rights institutions and equality bodies personnel, experts on trafficking in human beings intervening in judicial proceedings and professionals working within the victims’ protection system and other persons working in the field of non-discrimination, as well as staff of civil society organisations, law students, etc. 

Course Outline 
The course consists of an introductory module and 11 substantive modules:

	
	Introductory Module 
· About the course and the Council of Europe HELP Programme 
· For whom and by whom 
· Learning objectives
· Introductory video
· Resources and structure


	1 
	Introduction and Legal Framework 
· Dahn’s Story 
· The general legal framework 
· The Council of Europe response to combatting trafficking in human beings


	2
	Definitions and Legal Concepts 
· The definition of trafficking in human beings (THB) and its elements
· The case law of the European Court of Human Rights on THB
· The concept of vulnerability and the role of victim’s consent in trafficking cases to THB 
· The difference between trafficking in human beings and migrant smuggling 


	3
	Identifications of Victims
· The correct and timely identification of THB victims
· The state obligation to have competent authorities and qualified professionals trained in the identification of THB victims
· Different indicators of THB for different forms of exploitation
· Actors involved in victim identification 


	4
	Assistance to Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings
· The right of victims of trafficking to assistance and the related state obligations
· The minimum standards of care that states are responsible to provide to victims 
· The right to a recovery and reflection period 
· The minimum conditions to grant a temporary residence permit to victims of trafficking 


	5
	The Non-Punishment Principle
· The concept and the role of the non-punishment principle (NPP) in combatting THB 
· The international legal framework of the NPP and the case law of the European Court of Human Rights 
· Compulsion
· Situations where the NPP may be applicable
· The identification of THB victims and its link to the application of the NPP 


	6
	Investigation, Prosecutions and Victim’s Rights
· The international legal framework for the investigation and prosecution of THB cases
· Procedural requirements for the investigation and prosecution of THB cases
· The role of financial investigations in THB cases
· How to build the evidentiary base of a THB case, including the appropriate evidence and investigative tools to collect them 
· Transnational THB cases and international cooperation instruments 
· The victim-centred approach in THB cases
· Measures to prevent secondary victimisation, ensure the safety and security of victims, and prioritise the best interests of child victims in THB case


	7
	Sentencing 
· The international legal framework for sentencing in THB cases
· Factors, circumstances and considerations for determining the type and severity of a sentence 
· Forms of sentencing appropriate in THB cases
· The implications of the legal requalification of THB as a less serious offense

	8
	Compensation 
· The meaning of reparations and the various modalities involved 
· Compensation, its purpose, and why it is provided to victims of trafficking 
· The legal framework underpinning the right to compensation for THB victims
· The barriers and challenges faced in obtaining compensation 
· The types of damages that can be compensated for 
· Available procedures for exercising the right to compensation 


	9
	The Rights to International Protection, Return and Repatriation of Victims of Trafficking
· Forms of international protection available for THB victims
· The international legal framework on return and repatriation 
· The principle of non-refoulement
· When can a victim be returned or repatriated, and potential safety risks
· The rights that should be taken into consideration when addressing the repatriation of THB victims 
· The concept of ‘preferably voluntary’ return and its implications


	10
	Technology and Human Trafficking 
· The impact of technology on the recruitment and exploitation of THB victims 
· How can technology-based initiatives assist THB victims
· Use technologies to support the investigation of THB cases


	11
	Trafficking in Human Beings for the Purpose of Labour Exploitation 
· The legal framework on THB for the purpose of labour exploitation and the definition of offenses 
· Key actors involved in the process of identification and investigation 
· Identifying a victim and detecting an offense 
· Challenges in victim identification 
· Victims’ rights
· Investigations and trials related to cases of THB for the purpose of labour exploitation 
· Remedies available to victims






The Launch
The activity is organised under the EU-CoE HELP in the EU III Project. The launch event will be held in Strasbourg. The travel and accommodation of participants will be covered by the Council of Europe. Its goal is to introduce participants to the HELP platform and the course page on which the group will follow the course with the assistance of a tutor. Moreover, the launch will include a series of presentations gave by experts, aimed at providing the participants with background information and motivate them to follow the course. The working language will be English. 

The Course Preparation and Implementation
Before the online launch event, participants should create an account on the HELP e-learning platform

	[image: ]For creating your HELP account, please follow these steps:
[image: ]- go to this link and fill in the form (it takes about 2 mins): https://help.elearning.ext.coe.int/login/signup.php 
- once submitted, you will receive an activation link on the email you used for creating the account
- go to your email inbox and click on the link to activate your account. 



During the launch event, the participants will be registered on their course page, prepared in advance by their tutors. Over the following weeks and based on the planning set by the tutor, the participants will go through the online course, complemented by the additional materials and resources prepared by the tutor. 

The participants who have successfully completed the course and passed the evaluation set by the tutors will receive certificates issued by the HELP Programme of the Council of Europe. 

Registration
Interested participants should:
· be available to attend the launch event;
· undertake to follow and complete the online tutored course in the following 2 months (approx. 1-2 hours of work per week);
· have the necessary knowledge of English to follow the launch event and the online course;
· have a laptop/tablet/smartphone available for accessing the HELP e-learning platform.

Selected participants will be contacted the HELP team for arranging their travel and providing the necessary information about the event. 

Further Information
For any information, do not hesitate to contact the Project team:
Content related issues, speakers, agenda: Oana Gîrlescu – Project Manager (oana.girlescu@coe.int) 
Organisational and administrative issues: Lucien Mathey – Project Assistant (lucien.mathey@coe.int)


Agenda
Launch of the HELP course on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings
3 June 2024
	[bookmark: _Hlk67931750]09.00-09.15
	Registration of participants

	09.15-09.45
	Welcome address
Ana-Maria Telbis, Head of the Justice and Human Rights Training Division, Council of Europe
Petya Nestorova (TBC), Head of Division and Executive Secretary of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings

	09.45-10.45
	Getting to know each other – tour de table and sharing of expectations
The HELP Programme and the EU-CoE ‘HELP in the EU III’ Project
Oana Gîrlescu, EU-CoE ‘HELP in the EU III’ Project Manager, Council of Europe 

	10.45-11.30
	Presentation of the HELP Course on Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings 
TBD

	11.00-11.30
	Break  (Group photo)

	11.30-12.30
	The European Court of Human Rights and its case law on trafficking of human beings
TBD, Registry of the European Court of Human Rights

	12.30-13.30
	Lunch break

	13.30 – 14.15
	The Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA): general information and recent developments
TBD, Council of Europe Anti-Trafficking Division

	14.15 – 15.00
	Findings of the Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA): main challenges and best practices
TBD, Member of GRETA 

	15.00 – 15.30
	Break

	15.30 – 16.15
	Challenges and good practices in the prosecution and judgments of cases related to trafficking in human beings
TBD

	16.15 – 17.00
	The rights of victims of trafficking
TBD (civil society representative)

	17.00 – 17.45
	The implementation of the course: presentation of the page, planning, evaluation
HELP tutors

	19.30- 21.30
	Dinner 
TBD



4 June 2024
	8.45 – 9.00
	Arrival of participants – ECtHR Building 

	9.15 – 11.30
	Attendance to the ECtHR Grand Chamber Hearing: G.R.J. v. Greece and A.E. v. Greece (nos. 15067/21 and 15783/21) 


	11.30 – 12.00
	Return to the seminar room and coffee break 

	12.00 – 12.45
	Debriefing session after the Court hearing
TBD, Registry of the European Court of Human Rights   

	12.45 – 13.30
	Focus session: Migrant victims of trafficking of human beings 
TBD 

	13.30 – 13.45
	Q/A session, conclusions and closure



*Agenda may be subject to change

This activity is funded by the European Union’s Justice Programme (2021-2027)
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